Easterton Parish Council

 MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL 
MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 10th MAY, 2010 AT

       7.30 PM  IN  ST. BARNABAS  CHURCH  ROOMS. 
PRESENT:
Mr. C. Saunders (Chairman),  Mr. S. White (Vice-Chairman)

                             Mr. R. Firth,
Mr. T. Deegan, Mrs. S. Allen (part time), Mrs. M. Waters,
                             Mrs. S. Deegan (Clerk), 5 Parishioners and Mr. D. Rowsell
APOLOGIES:
 Mr. K. Jenssen, Cllr L. Grundy, Police
The nominations below took place during the course of business as follows:

Nomination for Chairman:                             Mr. C. Saunders     -     Proposed by Mrs. S. Allen
                                                                                                                 Seconded by Mrs. M. Waters

Nomination for Vice-Chairman:                    Mr S. White            -     Proposed by Mr. R. Firth

                                                                                                                 Seconded by Mr. C. Saunders 

Both the above nominees were duly elected unopposed.

1.     MINUTES
The Minutes of the last meeting held on 8th March, 2010, were taken as read and approved as a true and accurate record.  These were then duly signed by the Chairman.
2.    MATTERS ARISING
2.1  Stream/Drains and Village Flooding

There was nothing to report apart from the fact that the vegetation around the trap had recently been cut.
2.2  Planning 
2.2.1  Comparo Ltd. (Jam Factory Site), Kings Road, Easterton. App. No. K/58261/F   
The Chairman had received an email from Jonathan Orton suggesting that they meet with a few Parish Councillors for an update on progress.  It was agreed to suggest Monday, 8th June at 7.00pm just prior to the next scheduled Parish Council meeting in the Church Rooms.
2.2.2 Mr. P. Hannant & Mrs. C. Long, Land adjacent to Oaklands, 6 Oak Lane, Easterton.  App. No. E/10/0485/FUL
The Chairman explained the background to this item and drew attention to the main issue identified by the Appeal Inspector which was:-“Whether the proposed development would preserve or enhance the character or appearance of the Easterton Conservation Area and preserve the setting of Kestrels, a Grade 11* listed building.”

Members of the public were then invited to put forward their views, both for and against, following which the Parish Council went into closed session to discuss this application.  Full account was taken not only of the views which had been expressed at the meeting but also those which had been submitted in writing.  Against this background and following a detailed consideration of all relevant points the following way forward was agreed nem con:

“That this Parish Council has no objections to the planning application subject to: a) a further lowering of the base slab height to achieve a like reduction in the ridge height, and b) rotation clockwise of the cottage footprint of approximately 10 degrees pivoted on its south easterly corner to ensure that the front south west elevation faces the garden of Kestrels rather than Kestrels north easterly facing elevation.”
2.2.3 Danish Homes, Plot 1, Halstead Farm, Kings Road, Easterton.  App. No. E/09/0758/FUL (Amendment to K/57892/F)

It was noted that full planning permission had now been granted for the above development to be carried out/completed subject to eleven conditions which encompassed the suggestions already put to the Planning Department by the Parish Council.  The meeting was satisfied by the outcome but would continue to monitor the situation.
2.2.4   Malt  House Farm, 5A Oak Lane, Easterton - Alleged Breach of Planning Control
Nothing further to report.
2.2.5 Mrs. A. Brooks, Easterton House, 10 Kings Road, Easterton.  App. No. E/10/0174/FUL
There were no objections from the Parish Council to the above’s request to change the use of paddock from agricultural to equestrian and the creation of an outdoor ménage. This application had now been granted by Wiltshire Council.
2.2.6   Mr. M. Saunders,  50 White Street, Easterton.  App. No. E/10/0177/FUL

The above’s request to erect a timber built store/workshop met with no objections from the meeting and this had been endorsed by Wiltshire Council.

2.2.7  Mr. W. Hunt,  Old Post Office, 2 High Street, Easterton.  App. No. E/10/0190/FUL

The removal of 2 prefab garages to facilitate construction of a double garage with store over met with approval from both the Parish Council and Wiltshire Council.

2.2.8  Mr. D. Smith, Brooklyn, 7 High Street, Easterton.  App.No. E/10/0222/TCA

There were no objections from the meeting to the proposed pollarding of a willow tree in the garden of the above property and it was noted that permission had now been granted by Wiltshire Council.

2.2.9  Mrs. C. Howcroft, 36 High Street, Easterton.  App.No. E/10/0337/TCA

Both the Parish Council and Wiltshire Council had no objections to the repollarding of an ash tree sited at the rear of the above property.

2.2.10 Mrs. C. Howcroft & Miss J Ellis, 36 & 38 High Street, Easterton

App. No.E/10/0469/FUL
The Parish Council had no objections to the above applicants each building a two storey rear extension to each of the stated properties.

2.2.11 Mrs. G. Whittome, Owls Cottage, 48 White Street, Easterton

App. No E/10/0308/S73

The above application to allow for use of the building as either holiday accommodation or an annexe met with no objection from the Parish Council.

2.2.12 Ms N. Toogood,  The Barn, Tumbledown Lane, Easterton Sands, Easterton

App. No. E/10/0533/FUL

There were no objections from the Parish Council regarding the above’s application for an extension of time limit for implementing change of use of roof space from void to part business use and part residential use with roof lights and dormer windows to rear extension.

2.3   Village Hall Play Area
Nothing to report.
2.4   General Rubbish
The Clerk explained that as part of an efficiency drive Wiltshire Council was undertaking trials to look at combining Parish collections of plastic and cardboard which would involve a compaction vehicle attending the scheduled plastic and cardboard collection instead of the normal skip vehicles; an operative would be on site to give advice and the collection times, from lst May were changing to 09.00-11.30am and the next scheduled combined Village collection vehicle had been arranged for Friday, 21st May, 2010 at the Jam Factory. These changes had already been promulgated in the Echoes.
2.5.   Traffic and Road Conditions
2.5.1  Footpaths and Byways
The adjoining field to footpath no.6 was now owned by Dr Cayford and the Clerk said that she had, that day, reminded Esther Daly to approach him with a view to keeping the bordering hedge trimmed at the start of the growing season i.e. from now.  Hopefully this would be one less job for the Parish Gardener.
With regard to footpath no. 26 (towards Urchfont) which had been fenced off to contain pigs, Esther Daly had been unable to speak to Mr. Snook (whose land it belonged to) but she hoped a meeting would be imminent.  However, even if she was able to resolve the current problem by reinstating the footpath on a more logical route she doubted that she would have the resources to do this.
The mountain of pig muck which had been deposited on footpath no. 14 (the Three Graves), had decreased over the last few weeks most of it having been moved into the adjoining field.  What remained was mostly on private land and not on the rights of way.
As far as byway no. 9 was concerned (from the Three Graves to Oakfrith Woods) Esther would be meeting the contractor shortly with the aim of levelling out the track and she now had the materials needed to firm it up.
2.5.2.  Hedges
Nothing to report.
2.5.3.  Potholes/ Road Surfaces
The Chairman had emailed Chrissy Powell regarding the unacceptable state of the potholes which had been filled in with the ‘all weather’ material.  The areas concerned were at junctions with the High Street of Kings Road, Oak Lane and White Street.  He had requested a review of the road surface by a Highways engineer but there had been no response so the Clerk agreed to chase.
2.5.4  Pavements

Nothing to report.
2.6   Parish Steward
Since the last meeting the new, permanent Parish Steward had proved to be very satisfactory and his next visit was scheduled for 14th June for which the Chairman was compiling a list of jobs.
2.7   Police Liaison including Neighbourhood Watch

The Clerk advised the meeting that the Police were unable to attend; however, they were beginning to make headway with the misuse of the byways and PC Gemma Rutter was scheduled to meet with one of their byway experts from the Roads Policing Team who would soon be working alongside her whilst tackling this priority.  The previous day they had had a reported sighting of a mini-moto and scrambler bike along Drove Lane just after she had gone off duty but Gemma said that she would be chasing the incident up as soon as possible.
In the interim PC Rutter said she was looking to hold a community meeting in Easterton in June and wanted ideas on location.  At this meeting she would be putting out some security information and hand out various pieces of material; she also had a purse theft DVD to show.  Following some discussion it was agreed to suggest that she approach the Royal Oak’s new landlords, Ollie and Saffron.
2.8  Area Boards
The Chairman reported that he would be unable to attend the next Area Board meeting scheduled for 24th May but the Vice-Chairman, Shawn White, said he would go instead.
2.9  Tom Jefferies Walk
No further progress had been made in obtaining an additional quote for installing “haunches” to the edge of this approach and it was agreed to discharge this item for the time being.
2.10  Cemetery Chapel
The Clerk informed those present that the chapel had now been dismantled completely and all that remained was the flat soiled area which had been left seeded and protected with fencing whilst the grass grew.  An invoice for £500 had been received that evening from Southbridge Roofing Ltd for the work undertaken which it was agreed to pay.  
The meeting also learned that a single A2 size notice board (freestanding but supported by two polyplastic legs) had been assembled and concreted into the ground just inside the cemetery gates by Mr. Hiscock who, in turn, had charged £60 for his efforts.  It was agreed to pay this amount together with the cost of the notice board from Kennet Sign & Display which was £252.63 (inc.VAT of £37.63).
With regard to a water supply for people tending their graves the Clerk said that she had been introduced to a second plumber prepared to put in a non-concussive tap and connect it up to the mains.  The final bill for this was £452.37 (inc.VAT of £67.37) which it was agreed to honour.  The old dustbin which had previously been used as a water butt would be cut down to collect any surplus water not required from the tap after use.  A wheelie bin for compost had been ordered from Wiltshire Council and the collection service for this over a year was £31 which it was agreed should be pursued.
With regard to the commemorative plaque featuring those who had died in the First World War the Church Wardens had now agreed on a place where it should be displayed (in the Church) in perpetuity.
2.11   Burial Ground Charges
These had now been updated and increased by approximately 35%. They had also been posted on the WALC website to allow for comparison by other parish councils.
2.12  Flood Fair
Wiltshire Council’s Flood Fair had been held  on Wednesday, 14th April at the Olympiad Leisure Centre, Chippenham and it was noted that the Chairman had attended.
2.13  Motorbike Scrambling 
It was noted that both Esther Daly and the Police had been advised about the further damage to local byways which continued to be caused by scrambling bikes.
2.14  Annual Parish Meeting
This had now taken place on 19th April and although not many Villagers had turned up for the presentation given by Roger Frost those that did attend found the historical information on Easterton both impressive and interesting.  It was agreed that the Chairman consult with
Mr. Frost regarding a possible donation to the museum as a way of saying ‘thank you’.
2.15 Annual Accounts 2009/2010
The meeting received a copy of the accounts which had been internally audited and signed by Mr Andrew Hodgkinson.  The meeting then went through the accounts and in particular Section 2 - Annual Governance Statement and indicated agreement (yes) to questions 1 - 8. and n/a to question 9.  The accounting statements were approved and the meeting agreed that the Chairman should sign the accounts in the appropriate sections.  It was further agreed that the internal auditor’s fee of £187 be paid.

3.    CORRESPONDENCE

3.1   WALC Subscription

The Clerk advised the meeting that the yearly subscription for Wiltshire Association of Local Councils had now been received at a cost of £170.92 (inc. VAT of £25.46) and it was agreed that this should be paid.
3.2  Aon Insurance 
The annual renewal sum for this insurance totalled £451.30 and the Clerk reported that she had been able to negotiate a small reduction of £5 making a total premium of £446.30.  It was agreed to renew on this basis.

4.   BILLS FOR PAYMENT

It was agreed to draw cheques for the following: Bodmans: £334.88; T. Deegan (ink cartridge):£23.99; S. Deegan (Mar. Salary): £398.44; Lavington School (Echoes): £11.90; T. Deegan (ink cartridge): £20.60; A. Hodgkinson: £187; Kennet Sign & Display: £252.63; Wiltshire Council (Wheelie Bin): £31; S. Deegan (April Salary): £398.44; WALC: £170.92; Aon Ltd:£44.30; G. Kelsey (1st qtr salary: £773.50; Petty Cash: £40; Mr. M Jordan: £452.37; Mr. L. Hiscock: £60; Southbridge Roofing: £500.
5.   ANY OTHER BUSINESS

There being no other business the meeting closed at 9.55pm.
CHAIRMAN:                                  
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